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A Citizen's Educational Creed 

T BELIEVE that education is the strong defense 
-*■ of a free nation, and that ignorance is a curse 
to any people. I believe that the free public-school 
system of the United States is the best guarantee of 
the rights vouchsafed to us by the Constitution. I 
believe, further, that the public schools of the land 
are the cradle of our democracy, and that in the 
classrooms and upon the playgrounds, where the 
sons and daughters of the street sweeper and rail- 
road magnate, of day laborer and multi-millionaire, 
meet upon an equal footing and stand upon their 
own individual merits, the lessons of democracy 
and fraternity are best taught. I believe that the 
hope of America is in her youth, and that the 
battle ground of the world is the heart of the child, 
and that government fails at its source when it ceases 
to make ample provision for the development and 
nurture of its future citizens. — Fred L. Shaw, Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction of South Dakota. 



